Opening of the Assembly
Bishop:
People:
Bishop:
People:
Bishop:

Since Abraham and Sarah, since Mary and Paul, since Luther and Muhlenberg, since our
forebears from our distant past and those we hold close now, we gather to you, O God.
We gather to you, O God.
Here is one body of faith, here is the word of hope, here is the Spirit of love, here is your
mission before us. Gather us to you, O God.
Gather us to you, O God.

People:

We gather, coming from many households. We come celebrating the faith we are called to
share. We gather, ready for work. We gather, the unity of the Spirit. Come, Holy Spirit, and
lead us to do your will.
Come, Holy Spirit, and lead us to do your will.

Bishop:
People:

As in one body we have many members,
so we, who are many, are one body in Christ.

Bishop:
People:

Where two or three are gathered in my name, says the Lord,
I am there among them.

Bishop:

Live a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness,
making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
Let us pursue what makes for justice and peace, and for mutual up-building. As the body
of Christ and individual members let us speak the truth in love.

People:

Hymn: Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word (see next page)
Bishop:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Bishop:

Let us pray. O God, you open the hearts of your faithful people by sending into us your Holy
Spirit. Direct us by the light of that Spirit, that we may have a right judgment in all things and
rejoice at all times in your peace, through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

People:
Bishop:
People:

I declare the 2017 Northwestern Minnesota Synod assembly to be in session in the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

