Explanations for the recommended changes to the Synod Constitution

Amendments to S7.26

Current language

S7.26.

This synod may establish processes through the Synod Council that permit
representatives of authorized worshiping communities of the synod, which
have been authorized under ELCA bylaw 10.01.04., to serve as voting
members of the Synod Assembly, consistent with §S7.21.

Updated Language

S7.26.

Explanation

This synod may establish processes through the Synod Council that permit
persons currently serving as synod-authorized ministers and/or lay
representatives of authorized worshiping communities and/or outreach
ministries of the synod, which have been authorized under ELCA bylaw
10.01.04., to serve as voting members of the Synod Assembly, consistent
with +S7.21.

This formalizes a process for including synod-authorized ministers in the voting
membership of the Synod Assembly, and includes representation for outreach ministries.

Amendments to S9.04

Current language

S9.04.

The bishop shall be elected by the Synod Assembly by ecclesiastical
ballot. Three-fourths of the legal votes cast shall be necessary for election
on the first ballot. If no one is elected, the first ballot shall be considered
the nominating ballot. Three-fourths of the legal votes cast on the second
ballot shall be necessary for election. The third ballot shall be limited to
the seven persons (plus ties) who receive the greatest number of legal
votes on the second ballot, and two-thirds of the legal votes cast shall be
necessary for election. The fourth ballot shall be limited to the three
persons (plus ties) who receive the greatest number of legal votes on the
third ballot, and 60 percent of the legal votes cast shall be necessary for
election. On subsequent ballots a majority of the legal votes cast shall be
necessary for election. These ballots shall be limited to the two persons
(plus ties) who receive the greatest number of legal votes on the previous
ballot.



Updated Language

S9.04.

Explanation

The bishop shall be elected by the Synod Assembly by ecclesiastical
ballot. Three-fourths of the legal votes cast shall be necessary for election
on the first ballot. If no one is elected, the first ballot shall be considered
the nominating ballot. Three-fourths of the legal votes cast on the second
ballot shall be necessary for election. The third ballot shall be limited to
the seven persons {plas-ties) who receive the greatest number of legal
votes_(including ties in the final qualifying position) on the second ballot,
and two-thirds of the legal votes cast shall be necessary for election. The
fourth ballot shall be limited to the three persons {phas-ties) who receive
the greatest number of legal votes (including ties in the final qualifying
position) on the third ballot, and 60 percent of the legal votes cast shall be
necessary for election. On subsequent ballots a majority of the legal votes
cast shall be necessary for election. These ballots shall be limited to the
two persons (plas-ties) who receive the greatest number of legal votes
(including ties in the final qualifying position) on the previous ballot.

This amendment clarifies the language around ties in the third ballot and beyond of
bishop elections.



