
 

 

 

Minutes 
2026 Northwestern Minnesota Synod Assembly ​

May 30, 2026​
Virtual 

 
 
9:00 am​ ​ Opening Worship 
 
PLENARY ONE 
​ Assembly was called to order by VP Sharon Josephson at _9:36_________ 
 
​ Bishop Bill introduced the Synod Assembly Team and the NWMN Synod staff.  
​  
​ A report was given by the new Minister of Generosity, Dr. Lisa Sethre-Hofstad 
​  
Credentials Report (read by Pastor Katie Ohren-Shipman) 

The Voting Member list for this assembly is composed of the names of those elected and 
reported by the various congregations throughout the synod, and those members 
otherwise entitled to vote according to the bylaws.  

 •There are 272 Voting Members registered for this Assembly. 
•182 Lay Voting Members (29 are SAMs) 
•227 voting members are needed for the quorum 

 ​ The list of voting members is available for inspection in the Office of the Bishop  
 
Consent Agenda (VP Sharon Josephson) 

The Consent Agenda allows the assembly to consider several routine or non-controversial 
items together in a single vote. Any voting member may request that an item be removed 
from the Consent Agenda for separate consideration.The following items are included in the 
Consent Agenda: 

1.​ Approval of the Draft Agenda 
2.​ Approval of the Rules of Organization and Procedure for the 2026 Synod Assembly 
3.​ Approval of the 2025 Synod Assembly minutes 
4.​ Resolution 1: Resolution to Approve 2027 Compensation Guidelines 
5.​ Resolution 2: Resolution to Approve Changes to Synod Constitution 
6.​ Resolution 3: Continuing Resolution for the Establishment of a Care for Creation 

Committee. 
Motion and seconded by the synod council to approve the consent agenda.  
Discussion: No Discussion 
 
Vote for the consent agenda. A 2/3rd majority vote is required. Consent Agenda passed. 
Vote Results - Yes - 210,  No - 3,  Abstain - 0 



 

 

 

 
Nominating Committee Report (Given by Pastor Ali Haugerud) 

For Synod Council Representatives, elected for 3-year terms expiring in 2029:  
Conference 2:  Pastor Stephanie White, Rostered Minister. 
Conference 5:  Hide Michel, Lay Representative. 
Conference 7:  John Wold, Lay Representative. 
Conference 8:  Nola Smith, Lay Representative 
For Youth Representative, elected for a 2-year term, Edda Ulven. 

For the Consultation Committee, elected for a non-renewable 6-year term: 
For Rostered Minister, voting members will select one candidate: 
Brother Jeff Brown, Conference 1. 
Pastor Phyllis Johnson, Conference 3. 
Pastor Dave Adams, Conference 5. 
For Lay Representatives, voting members may select up to three: 
Erica Nelson, Conference 3. 
Terry Burrell, SAM, Conference 5. 
One position remains open for nomination  

For Chair of the Congregational Constitution Review Committee, elected for a 3-year 
term: Pastor Alex Ohman   
The Nominating Committee thanks all nominees for their willingness to serve the church. 
Nominations from the floor were opened.  

 
Report from our Churchwide Representatives, Phillip LaDeur, Director of Organization 
Innovation and Sarah Weaver, Innovation Partner 
Highlights: Phillip and Sarah presented on different ministries that have benefitted or are 
sustained by churchwide because of Mission Support donations. They spoke of innovative 
children’s ministries, ELCA World Hunger, Lutheran Disaster Response, Church Property 
Resource Hub, and the Rostered Minister’s Gathering.  
 
Phillip closed with a prayer from the ELW and introduced a video message from Presiding 
Bishop Yehiel Curry. 
 
Bishop Curry spoke about a united church across the country and world.  
 
Report from Bishop Bill Tesch 
Highlights: Bishop Bill spoke of the mission and vision statements of the synod, emphasizing 
that we are freed by the Gospel and striving to become more wholly devoted to Jesus. He 
reported on the trends in worship attendance and mission support over the last 7 years. People 
across our synod during hard times, like the Metro Surge operation, have moved beyond politics 
to see people as their neighbor and serve them as such. The Bishop also highlighted the 
excitement building around the National Youth Gathering that will be held in Minneapolis. There 



 

 

 

are innovations in Theological education to meet candidates where they are at and equip them 
for Christ’s ministry out in the church’s of our synod. There are several studies and theological 
explorations around current issues that are coming in the next year. An event about Gun 
Violence is on October 27th and all are encouraged to engage in a study of the Human 
Sexuality statement, especially concerning bound consciousness in September and public 
commenting in March.  
 
Break with videos from our ministry partners 
 
PLENARY TWO 
Bishop Bill reconvened the assembly at 11:20 and introduced our Keynote Speaker, Jeremy 
Steele.  
Highlights: Incarnation in the Digital World. Pr. Jeremy Steele participates and leads ministry in 
digital spaces on TikTok and a community on Discord called “Not Church”. He emphasized the 
messages from young people he works with that people want to be heard and valued for who 
they are. Pr. Jeremy also pointed out the reality that 43% of young people describe themselves 
as non-affiliated with a religion. This can lead this population being further cut off from a 
community and the message of God’s unconditional love. Also, young people who leave White 
Evangelical churches are very likely to migrate to mainline protestant churches because of their 
stances on affirming LGBTQ+ individuals. Pr. Jeremy brought up Matthew 16:13-20 where 
Jesus took Peter to a culturally questionable location to proclaim that he is the Messiah and that 
the Church will be built upon that rock. Just like the internet can feel like a questionable place to 
gather and connect, God still finds a way to be active there. So we are left to translate “in the 
flesh” for our digital reality and figure out how we can reach these spaces? 
 
Treasurer Report given by Pastor Chris Eldredge. 
Highlights: Around $15,000 in the red, but that is nothing to be concerned about. 47% of income 
was sent to Churchwide. An clean audit was delivered on 5-29-26 and available for reading on 
the Synod website. 
The assembly received and filed the Treasurer’s Report. - The Treasurer’s report was 
received via a thumbs up and thumbs down vote. 
 
FY 2028 Mission Plan (presented by Pastor Chris Eldredge) 
Highlights:  
 
Resolution 4: FY2028 Mission Plan (introduced by Pastor David Fleener, Chair of 
Reference and Counsel) 

Resolved, that the Northwestern Minnesota Synod approves the FY2028 Mission Plan 
with total revenues of $2,086,485 and a net positive balance of $17,988   

Motion and second to approve Resolution 4 comes from the synod council.  
Discussion: No Discussion was presented 



 

 

 

 
Vote for Resolution 4: FY 2028 Mission Plan passed Yes 202, No 3, 2 abstain 
 
Report from Pastor Genelle Netland, Associate to the Bishop for Leadership  
Highlights: Just like the early church in Acts we are not asked to fix everything or have all of the 
answers but to receive Grace in a time of complexity. To live in a world where witness looks less 
like certainty and more like honesty. Pr. Genelle left us with an acronym for Grace to show what 
is happening in our Synod. Gather, R, Accompaniment, Connection, Equipped for the future.  
 
Report from Pastor Rebel Hurd, Associate to the Bishop for Mission and Director of Evangelical 
Mission 
Highlights: Grace meets us, stays with us, and pushes us out. Our synod embodies grace 
through food ministry, we received the most Daily Bread grants to provide for our neighbors. 
Rebel highlighted the many church communities that have stepped up for mission from mission 
starts to creative endeavors for using our spaces, to holy closures. Grace is wrapped up in all of 
these moments and some days grace is the only thing holding it together. Rebel ended by 
informing the assembly that she has accepted a position as the Executive Pastor of Trinity 
Lutheran Church in Moorhead and will be stepping down as DEM of the NWMN Synod. Bishop 
Bill coined Rebel at the end of her report.  
Lunch Break 
Memorials and Anniversaries 
 
PLENARY THREE 
Bishop Bill reconvened the assembly at 1:27 
 
Resolution 5: Receptions of Skjeberg Lutheran Church (introduced by Pastor David 
Fleener) 

Therefore, be it RESOLVED, that the Northwestern Minnesota Synod, acting in 
accordance with the Constitutions, Bylaws, and Continuing Resolutions of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, hereby receives Skjeberg Lutheran Church into 
its membership as a congregation of this synod, pursuant to ELCA Constitution 9.20; 
that this reception affirms the congregation’s place within the interdependent life of this 
church and its participation in the mission of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
through the Northwestern Minnesota Synod; that the bishop, along with the appropriate 
synod staff, is authorized and directed to complete all necessary administrative and 
ecclesial steps to effect this transfer, including notification to the Office of the Secretary 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America; that the Northwestern Minnesota Synod 
joyfully welcomes Skjeberg Lutheran Church into our common life, giving thanks for their 
ministry and committing to shared participation in God’s mission; And, be it further 
resolved, that this synod expresses its gratitude to the Eastern North Dakota Synod for 
its partnership in ministry and for its collegial cooperation in this transition 



 

 

 

Motion and second to approve Resolution 5 comes from the synod council.  
Discussion: 
 
Vote for Resolution 5: Reception of Skjeberg Lutheran Church passed 
Yes - 184,  No - 0, Abstain - 3 
 
The assembly welcomed Skjeberg Lutheran Church!  
Resolution 6: Revision to Continuing Resolution S9.04.C17 (introduced by Pastor David 
Fleener) 

Be it resolved that the Synod Assembly amends continuing resolution S9.04.C17 
regarding the synod bishop election pre-identification process as provided in the 
resolution materials. 
The major changes in the proposed revision include shortening the timeline for a bishop 
election process from one year to 9 months, requiring that recommendations for 
pre-identified candidates must be made by a conference assembly, a congregation 
council, a congregation meeting, or a group of at least 3 lay confirmed members of the 
synod and 1 rostered minister of the synod, and if there is a sitting bishop, they must 
inform the Synod Council of their intent to stand or not for re-election at least 260 days 
before the Assembly. If they intend to stand for re-election, this person is considered a 
pre-identified candidate without any other recommendation. 
The full language of the continuing resolution can be found in the synod assembly 
materials.  

Motion and second to approve Resolution 6 comes from the synod council.  
Discussion: Question from the floor about how conferences can participate due to their 
meetings being so close to synod assembly. 
 
Vote for Resolution 6: Revision to Continuing Resolution S9.04.C17 passed 
Yes - 194, No - 1, Abstain - 3 
 
Resolution 7: Mileage Equity (introduced by Pastor David Fleener) 

Be it resolved that the Northwestern Minnesota Synod Council create a Travel Equity 
Policy in order to alleviate the burden of travel expenses for rostered and Synod 
Authorized Ministers from remote, rural, and low-income communities attending synod 
required events; and be it further resolved that at least two ministers directly impacted by 
these travel expenses be included in the development of this policy. 

 
Motion and second to approve comes from all the conferences with a recommendation 
from Reference and Counsel to approve.  
Discussion: Pastor Rachel Johnson - For - as one of the authors of the resolution wants to 
bring up the burden of pastors who are in more remote locations and that are more likely to 



 

 

 

have larger levels of poverty. This system is to share the burden more equitably between 
congregations. 
 
Vote for Resolution 7: Mileage Equity passed 
Yes - 184, No - 2, Abstain - 5 
 
Resolution 8: World Council of Churches’ Ecumenical Decade of Climate Justice Action  
 
Motion made by Beth Monke to bring Resolution 8 before the assembly. Seconded by 
Gail Johnson 
 
Resolution 8: World Council of Churches’ Ecumenical Decade of Climate Justice Action 
(introduced by Pastor David Fleener) 
 

Therefore be it Resolved, that every member, congregation, ELCA-affiliated 
organization, and ministry of the Northwestern Minnesota Synod be strongly encouraged 
to commit to active participation in the World Council of Churches’ Ecumenical Decade 
of Climate Justice Action; and be it further resolved that the various ecclesial 
expressions of the ELCA in the NWMN Synod be guided over the next decade by “the 
convictions to guide discernment and actions toward the challenges posed by the 
climate kairos” adopted in the ELCA’s 2023 social message, Earth’s Climate Crisis,; and 
be it finally resolved that the congregations and ELCA-affiliated organizations in the 
NWMN Synod be further guided in this climate kairos over the next decade in 
convictions towards practices of creation care, climate resiliency, advocacy, and 
community engagement. The full text of the resolution can be found on the synod 
website in the synod assembly materials.  

 
Discussion:  
1st Greg Isaacson - Amendment - LIne 58 synod "in consultation with farmers, farm 
organizations, and leaders in agricultural businesses together are" strongly encouraged... 
and  
line 81: to add a point,"Engage with members involved in agricultural vocations for their insput in 
finding climate friendly recommendations."  
 
2nd by Beth Monke 
 
Greg  - For - Amendment - believes that creation care concerns should include our farmers and 
agriculture workers. They are often the victims of policies put on them without any kind of 
consultation. 
 
Pr. Beth Monke - For - Amendment - a way to engage with the larger church in unity.  



 

 

 

Pr. Krehl Stringer - For - Amendment - it is a good idea to consult with our farmers 
Amendment Voting - Yes - 159, No - 22, Abstain - 6 
 
Discussion:  
Pr. Beth Monke - For - in favor of Uniting with the global church. We as churches can be part of 
the solution instead of part of the problem. We can discover ways to lessen our own carbon 
footprints and educate our congregations.  
 
Pr. Krehl Stringer - For - As current president of the creation care task force. This is an invitation 
from the World Council of Churches into a time of repentance, renewal, and action surrounding 
how people interact with the climate. This is part of how we answer God’s call of stewarding 
God’s creation. 
 
Deacon Julie Wilson - Against - In reading all that the resolution entails, we just created a 
Creation Care team. We should let that committee get settled and started before making this 
decade long  
 
Pr. Grant Vanderford - For - In light of the newest resources available for our worshiping 
community. We are celebrating the season of creation at my own congregation. We do it 
imperfectly, but jumping in is important.  
 
Pastor Christy Klemz - Against - Conference 2 did not advance this as a conference assembly. 
The specific language feels too specific, it makes every church use this as a priority. The body 
of Christ is made up of many members with many gifts. Each church can live out creation care 
how they feel best. It feels like if you don’t do this then you are on the “out” of what the synod 
cares about. 
 
Vote for Resolution 8: World Council of Churches’ Ecumenical Decade of Climate Justice 
Passed 
Yes - 98, No - 82, Abstain - 13 
 
Presentation of the Holy Cow Award done by Pastor Rebel Hurd to Calvary Lutheran Church in 
Little Sauk.  
 
Presentation of LSS Servant of Christ Award by Jared Griffin to Zion Lutheran Church of Amor 
in Battle Lake 
 
 
Break with videos from our ministry partners 
 
PLENARY FOUR 
Bishop Bill reconvened the assembly at 2:56 



 

 

 

Elections 
Vote for Synod Council Elections—add results 
Pastor Stephanie White -  
Hide Michel 
John Wold 
Nola Smith 
Edda Ulven -  
Vote for Consultation Committee – add results 
Brother Jeffrey Brown 
Vote for Chair of Constitution Review Committee – add results 
Pastor Alex Oman 
 
Bishop Bill thanked and recognized the synod staff who are retiring and/or resigning their 
positions 
 
Keynote 2: Jeremy Steele 
Highlights: Where can we find the people that we are missing in our congregations? We need to 
view Social Media Ministry as a legitimate ministry that can foster belonging. You need to view it 
as ministry and not advertising or communications for your church. All of this is a part of 
expanding incarnation to be bigger than just the physical world. A few ways to minister online 
can be in the comments of your congregation, in your organization’s direct messages, or short 
videos that connect people to your weekly worships. Tend to your congregation online and try to 
turn passive viewers into active participants. Whatever you do in ministry, online or not, employ 
your tactics together as a community. 
 
SAM Commissioning 
 
Unfinished Business: 
 
Announcements: Next year’s synod assembly dates: May 14-15, 2027 
 
Rebel Hurd Motion and Keith Pearson second to adjourn was made. Bishop Bill declared 
the closing of the assembly at 4:06 PM 


